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A STOP ALONG THE WAY:

THE ROLE OF NEANDERTHAL GROUPS
AT LEVEL III OF TEIXONERES CAVE (MOIA, BARCELONA, SPAIN)

Jordi ROSELL!, Ruth BLASCO!, Florent RIVALS2, M. Gema CHACON!,
Leticia MENENDEZ1 Juan Ignacm MORALES', Antonio RODRIGUEZ- HIDALGO1
Artur CEBRIA!, Eudald CARBONELL! & David SERRATS

ABSTRACT

Level III of Teixoneres Cave (Moia, Barcelona, Spain) has provided a significant record belonging to the first half of the Late Pleistocene. It
corresponds to both human and carnivorous activities. This assemblage is analyzed through an interdisciplinary approach with the objective to discrimi-
nate the remains left by these actors and to evaluate the degree of interaction existing between them. The data indicate hunting activities by hominids as
well as by carnivores and a minimal relationship or temporal contact between them inside the cave. This allows the characterization of the human occu-
pations at level I1I in relation to the composition of the groups and their high mobility in the territory.

Keys-words: Teixoneres Cave, Late Pleistocene, hominids-carnivores, interaction, occupation patterns.

RESUME

UNE HALTE SUR LE PARCOURS: LE ROLE DES GROUPES NEANDERTALIENS DU NIVEAU III DE LA GROTTE DES TEIXONERES
(MOIA, BARCELONE, ESPAGNE)

Le niveau III de la grotte des Teixoneres (Moia, Barcelone, Espagne) a fournit un important enregistrement de la premiére moiti¢ du Pléistocene
supérieur. Il présente a la fois des évidences d’occupations humaines et de carnivores. Cet assemblage est analysé selon une approche interdisciplinaire
dans le but de distinguer les restes laissés par ces deux agents et d’évaluer le degré d’interaction existant entre eux. Les données indiquent des activités
cynégétiques réalisées tant par les hominidés que par les carnivores, et une relation ou contact temporel minime entre eux a I’intérieur de la grotte. Ceci
permet de caractériser les occupations humaines du niveau III en relation avec la composition des groupes et leur mobilité élevée sur le territoire.

Mots-clés : Grotte des Teixoneres, Pléistocéne supérieur, hominidés-carnivores, modéles d’occupation.

1 - INTRODUCTION

One of the principal characteristics of human groups
during the Pleistocene is their behavioral variability in
relation to the stability in the territory. Their subsistence
strategies imply a certain mobility which depends on the
availability of resources in the immediate environment
(Butzer, 1989). This generates a wide variety of occupa-
tional patterns reflected in the archaeological record
(Carbonell & Rosell, 2004). Between the short occupa-
tions by small groups and the large camps of hominids
with a certain temporal stability, there is a continuum of
settlements patterns, such as occupations of long dura-
tion, seasonal camps, utilization of natural traps, occa-

sional refuges. The nature of these sites is defined by the
realized activities, the number of members in the groups,
and the duration and time of settlement.

Caves offer interesting records to establish the occupa-
tion patterns. Unlike open-air localities, the activities
realized in caves are spatially delimited by the wall of the
cave and the post-depositional processes are not so diver-
sified (Marean & Kim, 1998). Nevertheless, these places
are also habitually frequented by large carnivores. Bears,
hyenas, canids, some felids and mustelids use the caves
as refuges or dens for their offspring. Several of these
carnivores have the habit to accumulate the remains of
their preys in these places, especially hyenas. In general,
carnivores are following a seasonal pattern of occupation
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limited in time and annually repeated. When their
remains are combined with those left by human groups,
they can produce important palimpsests in which it
becomes difficult to distinguish between the remains
produced by each accumulator (Fosse ef al., 1998; Stiner,
2002). In addition, depending on the time span between
an occupant and the next one, it is possible to observe
activities of scavenging. This phenomenon was inter-
preted in some occasions as a constant and a relation of
interdependence between hominids and carnivores (see
discussion in Villa & Soressi, 2000). The ideas emerging
from these studies were interpreted during the last
decades of XX century as the existence of relations of
permanent competition between hominids and carni-
vores during the Pleistocene, not only for the preys, but
also for the inhabitable space (Binford, 1989; Enloe et
al., 2000).

Many researchers have studied the accumulations of
carnivores with the purpose of distinguishing them from
the anthropic ones, and evaluating the possible interac-
tion between the two actors (Blumenschine, 1988; Cruz-

Fig. 1: Location of Teixoneres Cave (Barcelona, Spain).
Fig. 1: Localisation de la grotte des Teixoneres (Barcelone, Espagne).
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Uribe, 1991; Lam, 1992; Marean & Spencer, 1991;
Marean et al., 1992; inter alia). The criteria given by
these authors are fundamentally based on zooarchaeo-
logy and taphonomy. In the present work this proble-
matic is analyzed at level III of Teixoneres Cave from an
interdisciplinary approach: faunal remains, lithic
industry and spatial distribution. Our objective is to
characterize this type of assemblage and to establish the
degree of relation between hominids and carnivores
during the first half of the late Pleistocene in the North-
East of the Iberian Peninsula.

2 - TEIXONERES CAVE

Teixoneres cave is one of the cavities belonging to the
karstic system called Toll caves. Located in the Moia
village (Barcelona, Spain) (fig. 1) it forms a more than
2km long galleries course that contain several archaeolo-
gical deposits from different chronologies. Some of
them, like the one known as South Gallery, have been














































